CHRISTIAN  DEMOCRACY
evil. It cannot be permitted to exist; for if it were
allowed to exist socialism would obviously not be
inevitable. But, as we have suggested, in historical
fact it was the arbitrary will of a single man, Lenin,
which denied to the Russian people the experience of
entering into the ethico-political realm, as a society,
and as individuals. No doubt he represented himself
to himself, at the crucial moment, as the instrument of
necessity; and no doubt much of the actual strength
of will required to pronounce that fat derived from
this conviction. Nevertheless, judged by the standards
of any adequate psychology or anthropology, his act
was the act of a free will, arbitrarily willing that a
whole people should pass, in a moment of time, beyond
the possibility of good and evil.
This denial of the reality of the ethico-political in
the name of the social collective, which is regarded as
obedient to inexorable laws of economic necessity, has
been of incalculable consequence for the disintegration
of European civilization; for European civilization is
based on the acknowledgment of the ethico-political
either as autonomous (which is how it presents itself to
the democratic consciousness), or, more generally, as
heteronomous from the 'necessities' of the collectivity.
The moral dynamic of European civilization has been
the constant endeavounto insinuate the heteronornous
requirement of the ethico-political into the collectivity.
The complete permeation of the collectivity by the
ethico-political means that every member of it should
be regarded not as means, but as an end. To certain
minds this appears to be self-evident; but that it is not
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